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COC H L EAR IMPLANT SYSTE M 

Patient Identification Card 

The holder o t thi, cud u ~es a coch k J r ililplanc system. It consi-cs 
of Jll c xtc'l'Ila lly worn spc~c h processo r, a ~ti1l1ulatOr which has 
been surgically implal1led in the head, and J microphone and 
tranSl1Ultint,: coil worn behind the ~Jr. Th e cochlear implant 
provides JlIdltory sc",ation Vi,l electrical stimulation . 

Implant (tick one only): 
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Name: 

Address: 

Tel: 

For information please contact: 

Hospital: Tel : 

Address: 

Clinician: Tel : 

Address: 
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Warnings 
Medical Treatments Generating Induced Currents 
Some m edic.11 trcaenlents genCrJ le indllced curn:l1ts that may 
ca li se lis' lI l: dJl11agc o r perlllJnent d,lIl'l.1ge to th e coc h"':]r implant. 
W;trnin~ lo r speci fi c trea tl11 CIll, ,lre gl \ ~ n below. 

Electrosurgery: Electrosurgical instruments are capable o f 
indu cing radio f'\'q l1ency CllIT ' nts thJt could flow through th e 
elec trode array. M onopolar e1~ctro'urgical instrull1ents must 
II Ot be lIsed on th~ h eJ eI o r 11<: k 01" cochlear implanr pa ti ent 
as 1I1du fC J curre lHs could CJuse damJge lO coc hlea r ti ssues o r 
pe rnl<lncnt da mJge to the 1l11plant. Bipolar ele c tro~ l1rg i ca l 
Instr um ents lllJ)' be used o n the head and neck of patie nts, 
however, the cdu tery electrodes lllUSt no t co ntac t the inlp lant 
and sho uld be kept rnor' tha n 1 cm (- '/2 in .) from the 
extracoch lear elec trodes . 

Diathermy: 1)0 Ilo t use therJ peutic or medical d iathermy 
(l herll lopene tLHlo n) u\lng ei ec tronl.1gnetic radia tio n 
(m,l!,'llenC ind ucti oll co ils or microwave) . High curre nts 
indu 'cd into the electrode le,ld o n CJUSe tissue damage ro the 
cochk.1 or permanent dJnlage to the implant . 

Medlc.,! diJthcr lllY uSing ultrasound may be uled below the 
heJd and neck. 

Neurostimulation: Do not use nemostilllulation direnly 
over the cochlear implant. High cmrents induced into the 
elec troJc lead can CJ use ti " uc dJm,'ge to the cochle" Or 
permanent damage to the implant 

Electroconvulsive Therapy: Do IIOt lise electroconvuhive 
therapy on a cochlear implant p;nienr llnder Jny 

cirCll lllSrJIlCes. E lec troconv ulsive therapy lll ay calise tissue 
cbll1 l[.:e to the coc hleo or d,lIl lage to the cochlear illlpb nt 

Ionizing Radiation Therapy: 
Do not use this lherapy directly over the coc hlea r implan t 
becall se it Ill ay c ~u >e dal1l ,' gc to the illl plant. 

Magnetic Resonance Imaging (MRI) Nucleus' 22 Only 
Magne ti c Resonance lt1l:lging (MR!) is cOlllraindlCated . D o 
no t allow pa ti ents wirh a coch lear imp lanr to be in the roo rn 
w here an MlZI sca nner is loe,lled. 

Magnetic Resonance Imaging (MRI) Nucleus' 24 Only 
i'vIagnc: tl e P, <,\o n an c ~ IIIl.l gi ng (MR I) is contrai nd icated 
eXC C"pt under the circlll llSta nccs d escribed below. Do not allow 
pa ti enls wi th J coch lea r ilnpiJm to be in the 1'00 111 where an 
MR.I scan ne r is 10CJ tcd excep t under the fo ll owing speci al 
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circumstances . 

The Nucleus 24 Coc hlear implant has a rem ovable magnet 
and spec ifi c design characteri stics to e nable it to w ithstand 
MRI up to 1.5 tesla, but no t higher. If the coch lea r implan t's 
magne t is in place, it must be re moved surg ica ll y befo re the 
patient undergoes an MRI procedure. T he pati ent must take 
o ff the speech processo r Jnd headset before e nteri ng 1 room 
w here an M RI scan ner is locl ted . 

If the im pbn t's magnet is still in pl ace, tiss ue da mage may 
ocCur if the recipient is exposed to !v1RI. Once th e magne t is 
surgi ca ll y removed , the quality o f the M R I w iU be affec ted by 
the m etal in the cochlear implant . Image shadowing m ay 
ex tend as far as 6 crn (- 2 'h in) fr0 111 the implant , thereby, 
resu lting in loss o f d iagnostic informatio n in the vicinity o f the 
implant. 

If the physician is unsure th l t th e patient Ins a N ucleus 24 
coc hlear implant wi th a re m ovable magne t, the phys ician 
sho uld use an X - ray to chec k the rad iopaque letter ing on the 
implant . There are three platinum letters pri nted o n eac h 
implan t. If the middle le tter is a 'C' , 'H ', T, T, 'P' or 'T', the 
implant has a removable magnet. O nce the magnet has been 
removed, MRI can be perfo rmed. If yo u requ ire additio nal 
info rmati o n abo ut re moval o f tile m agne t, p lease contac t 
C ochlea r. 

The ho lder o f thi s card has an im pl ant with a re movable 
magnet. 

Loss of Residual Hearing 
Insertion of the electrode into the cochlea will result in 
complete loss of residual hearing in the implanted ear. 

Long-term Effects of Electrical Stimulation 
Most pati ents can be nefLt from electrical stimulati o n levels that are 
consid ered sa fe, based on animal experim e nt~J d a t~ . r or som e 
patients, th e levels needed to produce the lo ud est so unds exceed 
these levels. Th e lo ng-term effects of such stimubti o n in humans 
are unknown. 

Small Parts Hazard 
Parents and ca regivers should be counse led that the ex ternal 
implant system contains small parts w hich may be haza rdo us if 
swallowed o r may ca use choking if inhaled. 

Batte ry Ingestion 
Batte ri es ca ll be harmful if swaUowed. Ensure that batte ri es are 
ke pt o ut o f reac h o f yo ung children. If swallowed , see k pro mpt 
m edical atte ntio n at tbe nearest ernerge ncy center or ca ll the 
N ati onal But to n Battery H otline collec t ;I t (202) 625 3333. 

Head Trauma 
A blow to the head in the area of the cochlear implant may 
damage ti,e implant and result in its failure. Yo u ng children w ho 
are develop ing their mo tor skill s are at a g reater risk to rece ive an 
impac t to the head fro m a hard obj ect (e .g . table O r chair). 

Theft and Metal Detection Systems 
Devices suc h as airpo rt metal detec to rs and comme rcial theft 
detec tion systems produce strong elec trom agnetic fI elds. Some 
cochlear implant reci pients may experi ence a disto rted sound 
sensa tion w hen passi ng th ro ugh o r near o ne of these dev ices. To 
avoid th is, turn o ff the speec h processo r w hen in the vicinity o f 
one o f these devices. The materials used in the cochJ ea r implant 
also may ac tiva te me tal detectio n systems. r o r this reason , 
rec ipie nts sho uld ca rry the Coc hlear Implant Pati e nt IdentifLcatio n 

Ca rd with the m at all times. Show this card upo n req ues t. 


